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Thank you for this opportunity to present the State of the 
Village address to our Chamber of Commerce. In 2015, we 
had quite a few accomplishments and in 2016 we continue 
working hard to provide the best services possible to our 

residents, businesses, and those who visit our community. I 
am very proud to once again serve this community as your 

Mayor. 



Richfield Police Department

Warning Systems:

911 Cellular

Emergency Warning Siren

Keith Morgan, Chief of Police 



911 Cellular Software Systems



Alert
Two-way communication, 

accurate locations, and medical 
information creates superior 

emergency management.



Assist
Use technology to create 

community support that helps 
solve crimes and create a safer 

environment.



Rescue
Push information directly to 

field officers for quicker 
response times and better 

service.



Indoor 
Positioning Systems



By identifying the precise floor, and 
even   room of an emergency, 

indoor positioning systems allow 
safety forces to respond directly to 

the site of the emergency. In 
internal testing, the indoor 

positioning technology installed 
was able to reduce response time 

by up to 70%!



Outdoor Warning Siren



Federal Signal’s 508 siren is a high 
power, rotating, uni-directional, 500 

Hz outdoor warning siren.
Radio activation can further minimize 

installation costs by eliminating the 
need for leased dedicated control lines.



The siren will be an addition to an 
existing siren located at Revere High 

School.  A coverage map is being 
created to determine optimum 
placement of the siren, and the 

possibility of additional sirens in the 
future.



Fire Department  
Jason Mihalek, Fire Chief



Community Risk Reduction
• Fire  Prevention  officer

• Building Inspection

• Pre Incident Planning

• New Construction Plans Review

• Handle Special Requests from our Business 
Community

• Fire Education for all levels of our 
Community, Schools, & Business



• CPR and AED  Training

• LUCAS Device: Increases chances of 
survival during Cardiac Arrest

• Provides effective Chest 
Compressions, more effective than the 
rescuer



• ISO, Insurance Service Office

• The rating office for the Insurance Industry

• Richfield’s 2014 rating class 5

• Richfield’s 2015 improved rating is now class 4, as a 
result of increased Fire Training

• Our goal would be class 3 with additional Fire 
Prevention activities



Finance & Tax Department
Sandy Turk, Finance Director



Income Tax
69.8%

Charges for Services  
12.0%

Intergovermental
4.4%

Property Taxes
6.7%

Special Assessments 4.15% Misc.
1.88%

Fines
0.99%

Investment Earnings
0.08%

WHERE RICHFIELD DOLLARS COME FROM
2015 OPERATING REVENUE - $13.2 M



Public Safety 39.4%

Service/Roads
16.3%

Debt Service 7.5%

General Government
10.1%

Capital Improvements 19.9%

Public Works 1.6%

Leasure Time Activity 2.7%
PlanningZoning 1.9%

Public Health 0.6%

HOW RICHFIELD VILLAGE DOLLARS ARE SPENT
2015 OPERATING EXPENDITURES - $12.4 M



The Village of Richfield’s goal is to maintain a strong financial position while 

continuing to balance our budget as we deal with volatile energy prices, 

unfunded mandates, escalating healthcare costs, etc. 

• New state imposed income tax guidelines – Jan 2016

• Changes in filing due date for employee withholding

• Changes in monthly and quarterly withholding thresholds

• Changes in penalty and interest rates

Go to http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/718 for the state law.

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/718


Service Department
Melanie Baker, Service Director



Roads
2015 Paving Program 
State Route 303 (Streetsboro Road); State Route 176 (Broadview 
Road). In conjunction with ODOT, the Village put in curb and 
gutters along Brecksville Road near Columbia Road for safety, 
stormwater retention, and aesthetics. 

2016 Paving Program 
The Village of Richfield will evaluate all of our roads, especially 
those which are heavily traveled. One of our many projects 
slated for 2016 is the upgrade and repair of the curbing in 
Kinross Lakes Parkway. 

Interstate 271 & 77
ODOT has indicated this will be the last summer for work on I-
271 and I-77, with final clean up and restoration in the Spring of 
2017.



Columbia Road Traffic Signal 
Received a Turnpike Mitigation grant of $250,000 to upgrade the signal at 
Columbia Road and Brecksville Road. 

Senior Center Pathway
In 2015, the Village applied for a CDBG grant and received over 50% of the 
funding for this project. This pathway will be under construction in 2016. 

Brecksville Road to Hawthorne Road Sidewalk Expansion 
As part of the 2015 budget adopted by Council, this sidewalk expansion will 
commence in 2016. 

Infrastructure Improvements



Snow and Ice
We experienced a very 

mild winter.  As a result, 
the Village only used  
1,100 tons of salt and 
logged only 996 man 

hours behind the wheel. 

OHGO - ODOT’s roadway notification system: 

For fast and easy notification of roadway conditions, visit 
www.ohgo.com. This is great information for roadway weather 
conditions as well as construction information.

http://www.ohgo.com/


Recreation Department
Ruth Jocek, Recreation Director



• Richfield 
Woods Park

• Eastwood 
Preserve

• Carter-Pedigo 
Trail



• Treadmill

• Steppers

• Rowing machine

• Large “gym” unit with 
multi workouts

• Elliptical machine

• Incline machine

• Weights

• Benches

NEW FITNESS EQUIPMENT



Richfield Senior Center

Mission of the Senior Center:
*Provide an environment that validates the changing 

needs and interests of senior citizens and enhance 
growth, dignity and connection with each other and the 

greater community.

Jan Weber, Coordinator



Senior Center Services
• Health & Wellness Programs

• Health monitoring program
• Blood pressure checks
• Podiatry program
• Flu shots

• Nutrition
• Meals on Wheels (2,731 delivered in 2015)
• 2,500 Thursday lunches were prepared & 

served
• Transportation

• 70 rides provided to 164 participants
• Physical Activities

• Arm Chair Exercises, Tai Chi, Yoga
• Fun Bus Trips

• Provided 22 trips to 190 participants
• Relationship with Organizations & Businesses

• AMVETS Post 176, Bath Vol. Service & local 
Retirement Homes



Planning & Economic 
Development

• Design Guidelines

• Economic 
Development

• South Wheatley 
Road Improvement

Brian M. Frantz, AICP
Planning and Zoning Director



Historic District Guidelines

• Purpose: Preserve the original 
distinguishing qualities of 
Richfield’s historic buildings and 
architectural character

• Based on an analysis of all 
structures within the District

• Conclusion: 100 years and older 

• Adopted in 2015 into the Chapter 
1181 of the Planning and Zoning 
Code



Historic District Guidelines

• Historic District substantially 
“Western Reserve”

• Federal

• Greek Revival

• Colonial Revival

• Other styles include: Queen Anne; 
Italianate and; Vernacular  
(Victorian & Stick)

• Focus

• Building form

• Ornamentation

• Roof materials and colors

• Windows

• Building materials

• Colors



Economic Development

• Winar Connection

• Timberlake – first building since 
2005

• Retained approximately 50 jobs

• Payroll approximately $2.5 million

• New 30,000 square foot building -
$2.5 million dollar building 
investment



Economic Development

• Nexen Tire – North 
American Technical Center

• Purchasing four acres from 
the Village

• Southside of Wheatley 
Road

• Retaining 16 jobs 
(research) – 30 employees 
resulting from project

• Payroll approximately $3 
million

• New 35,000 square foot 
building - $5 million dollar 
building investment



South Wheatley Road Improvement

• Purpose: Connect 
Wheatley Road south to 
Congress Parkway east

• Long planned road 
improvement

• Phase I: approximately 
400 feet 

• Boulevard road (2 in 
and 2 out)

• Construction timetable: 
2016


