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Proposed Design Standards 

The following design standards are suggested for all buildings within the Historic District 

established by Resolution 62-1994, as amended. The standards could be incorporated in the 

zoning districts (including R-2, R-4, HC-I and HC-II) and limited only to buildings located 

within the Historic District. 

The following regulations shall regulate historic buildings and additions or renovations thereto, 

for all buildings constructed in whole or in part prior to 1915 and any new building constructed 

after the adoption by the Village Council of these requirement and guidelines. Existing non-

historic buildings (built entirely after 1915) may be renovated and expanded using materials, 

styles and architectural details consistent with the existing building design.  

1. Building form: The building form shall be rectangular or a series of attached rectangular 

forms of 1 story, 1.5 story or 2 stories in height.  

2. Additions and wings: Attached wings shall be at 90 degrees to the main structure and 

typically of a lower height in stories and/or roof peak. For example a two story main 

building might have a 1.5 story side addition and a 1.5 story structure might have a one 

story addition or multiple additions. The typical form would be a “T” or “L” floor plan, 

but may have additional wings in “I” or “H” forms. 

3. Style of Buildings: The style of buildings shall be compatible to or match the building 

styles of the historic structures existing within the Richfield Historic District which is 

substantially “Western Reserve” in character made up of primarily Federal, Greek 

Revival and Colonial Revival (Georgian) styles. Other historic styles evident in the 

district include: Queen Anne, Italianate and Vernacular (Victorian and Stick).  

4. Roofs: Roofs of buildings shall generally be in gable form with a front or side orientation. 

In the case of multiple wings, the gables would be combination of side and front gable 

forms. Typically the addition roof gables are lower than the gable of the main structure 

due to the lower story height of the wing additions. Hip form roof can be an acceptable 

alternative roof style. 

5. Building Details: Building details shall include those elements that are appropriate to the 

style of the structure to embellish the structure and promote the historic nature of the 

district. The elements to be included depending upon style are: deep cornices under gable 

ends and eaves, cornice returns (open pediments) or full pediment gables, pedimented 

window and entrance door frames, multi-pane windows with appropriate muntins, 

millwork, cornice brackets, railing and porch spindles, entrance features including 

porches or pilasters, entablature and/or side lights, fanlight windows or vents.  

6. Windows: Windows shall be double hung with panes of one over one, two over two or 

six over six depending upon the style of building. For example the Federal and Greek 

Revival would generally have six over six panes or more. Windows should be equally 

and symmetrically spaced across the entire front façade and side facades visible from a 
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street. Second floor windows should be inline and evenly spaced to match the window 

pattern on the first floor. There should be no blank wall visible from the street without a 

consistent pattern of window openings. Windows shall have side moldings and lintels 

which may be pedimented depending on building style. Windows can have shutters if 

appropriate to the building style. If shutters are used they shall be provided for windows 

on both the front and sides of the building. Shutters, if installed, shall be sized to match 

the width and height of the windows so they are in the same dimension as one half the 

width of the window opening and the full length of the window opening. 

7. Building Materials:  

Walls: The materials for facades shall generally be horizontal siding in wood clapboard 

or fiber cement board to appear as clapboard. Depending on the building style, Victorian 

shingle siding (such as fish scale or square) can be used as a secondary material. 

Architectural vinyl (thickness equal to 0.046” or greater) to duplicate wood clapboard 

and shingles can also be used. Red fired-brick and stone may also be used for building 

facades.  

Trim Materials: Trim material shall be wood or fiber cement board simulating wood. 

Molding, brackets, cornices, spindles and railings should be wood or synthetic material 

(such as rigid PVC) simulating wood details.  

Window Materials: Windows shall be constructed of wood, vinyl or metal clad wood, full 

vinyl or fiberglass. 

Roof Materials: Roofs shall be limited to shingles including asphalt, architectural 

fiberglass, slate or synthetic slate and standing seam. Shingle roofs should be black, grey 

or a dark color such as dark brown or dark green. Standing seam roofs shall be limited to 

greys, browns, dark green or a pale green simulating a copper patina color. 

8. Façade colors: The primary color on building facades shall be white, if siding is used. 

Alternative colors can include grey or earth tones (including beige, cream, yellow, ochre 

or tan). In addition, Vernacular, Victorian, Stick and Italianate styles may included dark 

colors such as green, blue and ochre. Brick facades shall be in standard red fired-brick to 

match the existing brick in the district.  

9. Trim colors: Trim shall be complimentary to the building main color and is typically 

white or black in the case of traditional Western Reserve styles. In addition earth tone 

colors (including beige, cream, yellow, ochre or tan) can be used as well as contrasting 

colors in the case of a Vernacular Victorian building style. Shutters if used shall be black 

or a dark color such as dark green or a dark earth tone. Vernacular and Victorian style 

may include two contrasting colors in shutters, doors and trim. 

10. Garages: Garages were not part of historic homes until the beginning of the last century 

and afterwards automobile garages were detached until mid-century. Garages and 

especially garage doors should not be seen as part of the main building. Garages shall be 

detached (in the rear of the house) or attached such that the entrance doors are on the rear 

or side of the building not facing the street. Any walls of an attached garage shall appear 
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as an integral form of the building with identical siding material, colors and have evenly 

spaced windows matching the style and spacing of the remainder of the house. No garage 

doors of an attached garage shall face the street or be on the front façade of the building. 

On a house on a corner lot the garage doors may face a street on the side street or side 

wall of a building.  

Institutional or non-single family buildings:  

Institutional or other large non-single family buildings in the residential portions of the Historic 

District shall be compatible with and contribute to the historic character of the district.  

1. Buildings shall promote the “Western Reserve” style and limited to Federal, Greek 

Revival and Georgian (Colonial Revival) styles of building. The current institutional 

buildings in the district all fit this description and while large in area are primarily low in 

impact due to their typical one-story height, vast land areas and mimicking the historic 

styles.  

2. The percentage of building footprint to land area shall be no more than that found on 

residential properties at 15% building coverage for one-story buildings and 10% for a 

two-story buildings.  

3. Buildings shall be limited to no more than two-stories in height and preferably one-story 

in height due to the roof heights required for a larger building footprint. Large buildings 

should have lower one-story wings or additions in order to reduce the perceived mass of 

the building and incorporate a primary design of the Western Reserve style.  

4. Building setbacks shall be not less than 100 feet from a public street and not less than as 

may be required for a Conditional Use in Section 1173.09. 

5. Roof forms shall be limited to gable roofs with deep cornices and finished in shingles 

(colors of black, grey or a dark color such as dark brown) or standing seam (colors 

limited to grey, dark brown, dark green or a pale green simulating a copper patina color. 

6. The materials used shall be high quality and primarily faced in red fired brick especially 

on the street façade. A secondary material can include clapboard siding, stone, or 

synthetic wood or stone. Windows should be federal style windows and details with 

multi-paned 

 (6 over 6 or greater) evenly and symmetrically spaced around the entire perimeter of the 

building, where practical.  

7. Entrances shall have substantial features such as porch, porte-cochere, or entrance with 

pilasters, entablature, side-lights and/or pediment. 

8. Parking lots shall be placed in the rear of the building and screened from view to street 

and any adjacent residential properties with dense landscaping. 

9. Lighting fixtures shall be architectural period style matching the building style with night 

or dark sky optics. 


