ORDINANCE NO. 74 -2003 Offeredby  Mrs. Lanford

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 1171 OF THE PLANNING AND
ZONING CODE PERTAINING TO SIGNS AND ADOPTING ANEW CHAPTER
1171, BEING 1171.10 THROUGH 1171.90, UPGRADING AND CLARIFYING
THE PROVISIONS OF THE VILLAGE OF RICHFIELD ZONING CODE
PERTAINING TO SIGNS

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission has recommended adoption of a

new Chapter 1171, upgrading and clarifying provisions in the Richfield Zoning Code pertaining to

signs; and

WHEREAS, this Council has held a public hearing on these proposed amendments.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Village of Richfield,

Summit County, State of Ohio:

SECTION 1.

SECTION 2.

SECTION 3.

passen. (Oezafor J 20035

That there is hereby a new Chapter 1171 of the Planning and Zoning Code, being
Sections 1171.10 through 1171.90 entitled “Signs,” a copy of which Chapter is
attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein fully as if by reference.

That existing Chapter 1171 of the Planning and Zoning Code, entitled “Signs,” as it
existed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance, be, and the same hereby is,
repealed.

This Resolution shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period
allowed by law.

ATTEST:

Goauth Gbror

Clerk of Council

369387-1
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Chapter 1171 Signs
Scetion 1171.10 Purpese

The Pwyposc of this chapter is to promote the public health, safety and welfare through
the provision of standards for existing and proposed signs of all types. More specifically,
this Section is intended to:

(a) Enhance and protect the physical appearance of the community.

(b) Promote and maintain visnally attractive residential, retail, commercial and
industrial districts.

(c) Lnsure that signs are located and designed to reduce sign distraction and
confusion that may be contributing factors in tralfic congestion and accidents,
and maintain safe and orderly pedestiian and vehicular environments.

(d) Provide review procedures that cnable the Village to evaluate the
appropriateness of a sign to the site, building and suroundings.

Section 1171.12 Definifions — Sec-pictorial-examples-in-the Appendix

() Signs shall mean any visual communication display, object, device, graphic,
structure or part, sitnated indoors or outdoors, or attached to, painted on or
displayed from a building or structure, in order to dizect or attract attention, or
to announce or promote, an object, product, place, activity, person, institution,
organization, or business or the like, by means of letiers, words, model,
banney, flag, penuant, insignia, device designs, colors, symbols, fixtures,
images, illuminations or representation used as, or which is in the nature of an
announcement, direction, or advertisement. For the purpose of this Code, the
word “sign” does not include flag, penmant, badge, or insignia of any
govemment or governmental agency.

(b) Animated Sign shall mean any sign that uses flashing lights or movement of
the sign or some clement thereof, to depict action or create a special effect or
sceng,

(¢} Awning or Canopy Sien shall mean any sign that is painted on, printed on or
attached to an awning, canopy, or other fabric, plastic, or structural protective
covet.

(d) Back Lighted Letter is an illuminated reverse channel letter with an open ot
translucent back so that light from the Jetter is directed against the surfacc
behind the letter producing a halo lighting effect around the letter: also
referred to as a silhouette or halo-lighted.

(¢) Banner Sign shall mean a sign made of i ghtweight fabric or similar material
with no enclosing framework that is secured to a building or other structure at
one or more edgces.

() Billboard Sign (synonymous with off-site advertising) shall mcan a sign that
directs attention to a business, commodity, service or entertaimment
conducted, sold, or offered elsewhere than upon the same lot.

3
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(8) Building Sign shall mean any sign atlached parallel to any part of' a building
and ineluding wall signs, awning or canopy signs and window: signs.

(h) Cabinet Sign is a sign stracture consisting of the [rame and face(s) not
including the internal components, embellishments, or support structure.

() Changeable Copy Sign shall mean a portion of a sign with letters, characters,
or graphics that are not permanently affixed to the structure, framing, or
background allowing the letters, characters or graphics to be modificd
manually or by electronic or mechanical devices from time to time as
situatjons change, such as bulletin board or announcement board.

() Channel letter is a fabricated or formed three-dimensional letter that may
accommodate light source.

(k) Electronic Message Center is a variable message sign that utilizes computer
generated messages or some other electronic meaus of changing copy.

(1) Entrance or Exit Sign shali mean a sign located at the driveway entrance or
exil and intended to provide for safe ingress and egress.

(m)Exterior Illuminated Sign is a sign that is illuminated by a light source that is
dircoted towards and shines on the face of a sign; also called direct
iltumination.

(n) Flag Sign shall mean a piece of flexible material having a distinctive size,
color, and design, used as a symbol, standard, signal, or emblem.

(0) Ground or Monument Sign shalt mean a sign supported from the ground and
hot attached to any building.

(p) Halo lighted see definition of backlighted letter (d).

(@) Idealogical Sign shall mean any temporary sign announcing an idea, opinjon
or positien on 2 social or political issue and containing no commercial
message,

(t) Hluminated Sign shall mean a sign with an arfificial light source incorporated
internally or extemally for the purpose of i Huminating the sign.

(8) Insiructional Sign shall mean a sign that has a putpose secondary to the use on
the lot and that is intcnded to instruct employees, customers, or users as to
tatters of public safety or necessity such as specific parking requirements, the
location or regulations pertaini ng to specific activitics on the site or in-the
building, and including a sign erected by a public authority, utility, public
service organization, ot private industry that is intended to control traffic;
direct, identify or inform the public; or provide needed public service as
determined by the rules and regulations of governimental agencies or through
public policy.

() Internally Illuminated Sign is sign iltuminated internally through its sign face
by a light source contained inside the sign.

(w) Marquee Sign shall mean a sign attached to a structure, other than an awning
Or canopy sign, projecting from a wall of a building above an entrance and
extending over a strect, sidewalk, or part thereof,

(v) Mobile Sign shall mean a sign that is on wheels, runners, casters, or has a
frame to which wheels, runners, or casters may be affixed, parked trailcrs,
parked vehicles, or other mobile devices, including tethered and/or anchored
balloons.
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(w)_Pan Channel Leticr is a dimensional letter that is constructed with sidewalls, a
back, and a face making the Jetter a solid integral unity with the sidewalls and
back having a pan shaped cross section.

(x) Permanent Sign shall mean a sign that is not temporary.

(y) Projecting Sign shall mean a sign that is attached to a building wall and
exiending twelve (12) inches or more perpendicular to the face of the wall.

(2) Reverse Channcl Letter is a fabricated dimensional fetter with opaque face
and sidewalls. (See definition (d) Back lighted letter.)

(aa) Roof Sign shall mean a sign erected, constructed or maintained wholly upon

or over the roof or parapet wall of any building with the principal suppoit on
the roof structure.

(bb)_Sign Face shall mean the area or display surface used for the message

(cc) Sign Plate shall mean a wall sign not exceeding two square foot in arca.

(dd)_Temporary Sign shall mean a sign that is designed to be used only

temporarily and is not intended to be permanently attached to a building, 2
structure or permancnily installed in the ground.

(¢e) Wall Sign shall mean a sign painted on, attached to, or erected against the
wall of a building or structure with the cxposed face of the sign in a planc
parallel to the plane of the wall and not extending morc than 12 inches
therefrom and which docs not project above the roofline or beyond the corner

of the building,

(ff) Window Sign shall mean a sign that is applied or attached io a window or
door, or a sign located near a window within a building for the purpose of
being visible fo and rcad from the cutside of the building except for signs that
are not legible from a distance of more than three fect beyond the building in
which such sign is located.

Section 1171.14 Application of Sign Regnlations

(a) The regulations contained i this Section shall apply to signs outside of the
public right-of-way.

(b) A sign may only be erected, established, painted, created or maintained in
conformance with the standards, procedures, exemptions and other
requirements of this Chapter.

(¢) All permanent signs shall comply with the sigh design guidclines set forth in
Section 1171.80 Design Standards.

(d) Architectural Features that ate either part of the building ot part of a
fieestanding structure are not considered signs and are thus exempt from these
regulations. Architcctural featurcs include:

(1) Any construction attending to, but not au integral part of the sign, and
which may consist of landscape or building or structural fonps that enhance
the site in general.

il
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(2) Graphic stripes and other architectural painting techniques applied to a
structure that serves a functional purpose or to a building when the stripes of
other painting technique do not include lettering, logos or pictures.

Scction 1171.20 Computation and Measurements

The [ollowing reguiations shall control the computation and measurement of sign area,
sign height, window arca and building frontage:

(a) Determining Sign Area or Dimension

(1) Sign area shall include the fuace of all the display area of the sign. Sign
arvea shall not include the frame and structural support unless such
structural support is determined to constitute an integral part of the sign
design.

(2) For a sign that is framed, outlined, painted or otherwise prepared and
intended to provide a background for a sign display, the area of the sign
shall be the area of one (1) rectangular shape that encompasses the entire
background or frame. (See Figure 1)

O

Figure 1: Calculation of Sign Area

(3) For a sign comprised of individual letters, figures, or clements on a wall or
similar surface of a building or structure, or an itregnlar shaped ground
sign, the area of the sign shall be the area of one (1) rectangular shape that
encompasses the perimeter of all the elements in the display.

A. When separate elements are organized to form a single sign, but
the elements are separated by open space, the area shall be the
area of one (1) rectangnlar shape that compriscs all the display
areas, including the space between the elements.

b
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B. One minor extension may be permitted to extend above or below
the sign arca when the area of the extension is less than 25% of
the open space included in the sign arca. Ifor the purposes of this
section, only the open space within the sign area that is located
above and below the majority of the letters shall be included in
the calculation. See Figure 2.

Sign Asea

| Open space

part of signaed |
i
1

Figure 2. Calculation of open space area and arca of minor cxtension

(4) For ground signs and projecting signs:
The sign area shall be computed by the measurement of one (1) of the
faces when two (2) identical display faces are joined, arc parallel or within
30 degrees of being parallel to each other.

(5) Air under a ground sign between supporting posts, air between a
projecting sign and the wall to which it is attached, and lighting fixtures
and associated brackets shall not be included in the calculation of sign
area. See Figure 1.

Section 1171.22 Determining Sign Height

The height of a sign shall be measured from the average prade at the base of the sign or
support structure to the tallest clement of the calculated sign avea or support structure. A
ground sign on a man-made base, including a praded earth mound, shall be measured
from the average site grade prior to the addition of the sign.

Section 1171.23 Determining Building Frontage and Building Unit
For ['he purposes of these sign regulations, the length of the building wall that faces a
public street or that contains a public entrance to the uses therein shall be considered the

building frontage.

(&) The building frontage shall be measured along such building wall between the
exterior faces of the exterior side walls.
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(b) In the case of an irregular wall surface, a single straight line extended along
such wall surface shall be nsed (o measure the length.

(¢) A building shall have only one building frontage except as otherwise set [orih
below,

(d) A building shall have two frontages whenever the lot fronts on two or more
streets, or the building has a public entrance on a wall other than the wall that
faces the street. The property owner shall determine which wall shall be the
primary building frontage and which wall shall be the secondary building
frontage. Only one outside wall of any business shall be considered its
primary frontage and only one additional wall considered its secondary
frontage.

() For multi-occupant buildings, the portion of a building that is owned or leased
by a single occupant shall be considered a building unit. The building frontage
for a building unit shall be measured from the centerline of the party walls
defining the building unit.

Scction 1171.24 Determining Window Area

The window area of a building shall be the total glass area of windows on the building
frontage. For the purposes of determining window area for ground floor occupants, the
ground floor shall be considered to be no more than fiftcen (15) feet in height above
grade.
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Section 1171.30 Signs for Residential Uses and Signs in Residential District
(2) Table 1 Pexwitted Signs sfsq. fi.  dau~dwelling unit ft-foot

Type of Sign Uses
Single Single Multi- Non-
Family Family Family Residential
Dwelling Cluster
Permanent Signs
~ Sign Plate — wall, window or | )
ground _
Maximum number 174 I/du. | 1/ 1/building
Maxitmurm sign area (sf) 2 A 2 4
Ciround Sign for
Use/Development
Maximuin number *** H/entrance | 1/entrance 1/entrance 1
Maximoum total sign area
(s 40 40 40 40
Maximum hcight (ft) 5 5 8 8
Mimmum setback from
right of way () 25 25 25 25
-~ Maximum number na.: na. na. 1
Maximum area (sf) na. 1.a. n.a. 40
Temporary Signs
Window Sign or Ground Sign
Maxhmum lotal sign area
(sf) 8/d.x. 8/d.u. 4du. 32
Maximum height — ground
(tt) 5 5 5 8
Minimum distance from T T
right of way (1) 0 0 0 25
Banrner
Maximum number n.a. n.a. 1 1
__ Maximuom area (sf) LA n.a, 30 30
" "Maximum height (I7) na. na. 8 8 ]
Minimum distance o right
of way (ft) n.a, n.4a. 25 25
Tnstructional Signs
Maximum number/entrances n.a, n.a 2 2
Maximum area each sign
(sh n.a. n.a. 4 4
Minimum distance from
ripht of way (f1) n.a, na 0 0

*¥#¥except as provided in Section 1171.30(b)(4)

53
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(b) Supplementary Regulations for Ground Signs

(1) Ground signs that exceed (4) square feet in area shall be erecied with a
minimum of twe supporiing posts or on a solid base.

(2) Ground signs shall be erected in a landscaped setting.

(3) No partl of a ground sign, the wall or entry feature on which a sign is
mounted, or the landscaping shall obstruet the view of vehicles entering or exiting
the property.

(4) For residential subdivisions, the ground sign shall have a maximum of two
sign faces per ontrance, and be either a double~faced ground sign or 2 single-sided
sign faces attached to walls or entry features located one on each side of the strect
enfrance.

(5) For non-residential uscs a maximum of 30% of the permitted ground sign area
may be devoted to changeable copy,

(6) Ground signs shall contain the street address in numerals not cxceeding seven
inches in height.

(c) Supplementary Regulations for Temporary Signs

(1) Temporary signs for residential uses and temporary window signs for non-
residential uses may be erected for an unspecilied time,

(2) Tor non-residential uses, one temporary ground sign that does not exceed

six {6) square feet may be erected for an unspecified time. All other temporary
ground signs and temporary bariner signs shall be permitted for a maximum of 15
consceutive days, not more than 75 days per calendar year.

(3) Vacanf parcels in residential districts shall be permitted one temporary sign.
The maximum permitted sign area shall be not more than (4) square feet for every
200 feet of lot frontage or fraction thereof, provided the sign shall not exceed 16
square feet.

(4) Temporary signs that are erected in order to announce or advertisc a specific
event shall be removed within seven (7) days after the close of such cvent.

(d) llumination

Permanent signs may be illuminated as provided in Section 1171.60(a) of this Chapter.
(e) Instructional Signs

Instructional signs that are clearly intended for instructional purposes shall be permitted

as needed on a lot In a residential djstrict when the lot is devoted to a multi-family or
non-residential use.

1
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Scetion 1171.40 Signs in Commeccial and Industrial Districts

Signs in Commercial and Industrial Districts, except for residential uses shall comply
with the standards in the following sections.

(a) Building Signs

The maximum number and area of permanent sighs attached to buildings shall conform
to the lable below. Building signs include wall signs, window signs, awning or canopy
signs and projecting signs.

Table 2 Building Signs
Zoming District T
CH-L, CH- | (-2,
e IS PCD OLI I
a. Signplate '
Maximum number per address I 1 1 i 1
Maximum area (sf) 2 2 2 2

b. Building

Maximum nuraber per occupant 1 1 1 1 1

Maximum area pexmitted sq. t./

......

{t. frontage i 1 1 1 I
" Maximum square fooi area per |
occupatt 50 50 70 70 70
“¢. Projecting Sign
Maximum number per building 1 n.a. n.a, n.a. na.
Maximum area permitted (s). |~ 12 n.a. n.a n.a. n.a.

(b) Window Sjgns

(1) Ground floor ocoupants. A window sign shall not exceed forty percent (40%)
of the total glass area at the ground foor window and shall comply with the
Design Standards for signs. (Scction 1171.80)

(2) Upper floor occupants. For a multi-story building, each occupant above the
ground floor shall be permitted one permanent sign to be placed in a window of
the occupant’s space, not to exceed six (6) square feot or 25 percent of the area of
the windew in which the sign is placed, whichever is smaller. These signs shall be
in addition to the maximum allowabie area for building signs pr ov1dccz in Table 2.

10
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If a building or occupant has [rontage on a second strect or has access from a second
public entrance such as a parking lot an additional sign area may be permitted on the
secondary frontage not (o exceed 40 percent of the sign area permitted for the primary

[rontage.

(d) Projeeting Signs

Projecting signs shall be permitted only in the CH 1, CH IT and C-1 Districts.

(1) Projecting signs shall be limited to occupants that have a minimum of 20 feet
of occupant frontage. All projecting signs shall have a maximum height of 14 feet
and a mmimum clearance of seven (7) fect from the ground to the bottom of the
sign, except when the projecting sign is located above a landscaped arca or ather
arca that does not permil pedestrian traffic beneath the sign. A projecting sign

shall not be permitted 1o extend into the street right-of-way.

(e) Ground Signs

Permancnt ground signs penuitted in Commercial and Industrial Districts shall comply

with the following regulations:

Table3 Permancnt Ground Signs

Zoning Disinicts
CH-I,CIT- [C-2, [PCD "JOLI I
I, C-1 IS
Ground Signs '
Maximum number permilted per
building (sf) 1 1 1 | 1
Maximum area (sf) 25 50 50 50 50
Maxunum height 6 8 8 8 8
" Maximum avea of sign and
supporting structure (sf) *¥* 45 75 75 75 75
Setback from public right of way 15 25 25 25 25
| Entrance / Exit Signs ,
Maximum number permitted 2/drive | 2/drive | 2/duive | 2/drive | 2/drive
Maximum area per sign (s0) ) 2 4 4 4 4
Instructional Signg As regulated in Section 1171.40 ()

***May be modified by the Planning and Zoning Conumission if the ground sign is au

integral part of a retaining wall or landscaped area.

i
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(1) Additional Ground Signs: An additional ground sign may be permitted on
lots not Jess than 4 acres in Commercial and Industrial Districls for a building or
development on a cotner lot. The additional sign shall not exceed (he area as
provided in Table 3,

(%) Setback from Intersections: On a comer lot ground signs shall comply with
the minimum setback provided in Table 3.

(3) Minimum Side Yard: Ground signs shall be located not loss than 15 feet from
a side lot line provided, howcever, when adjacent to a Residential District (R-1,R-
2, R-3A or R-3) or a lot used for residential purposcs, a ground sign shall be not
less than 30 feet from the side lot line.

{4) Changeable Copy: Ground signs may have up to 30% of the permancnt sign
area devoted to changeable copy.

(5)_Multi-Occupant Facilities: When a ground sign is permitted on a site that has
more than one occupant, it is the property owner's responsibility o determine if
the sign area shall be devoted to identification of the building(s), the anchor
oceupaut, all occupants, or some combjuation thereof.

(f) Temporury Signs

Temporary signs in Commercial and Industrial Districts may be permitied in addition to
the permanent signs as regulated in Sections 1171 A40(a) thru (c) provided:

(1 )Temporary signs may be ground signs, window signs or banner i s,
(2) The area of a temporary window sign shall not exceed 25% of the total
transparent glass area of the window in which the sign is placed.
(3) Temporary ground and temporary banner signs are permitted only in C-1,
C- 2, CH-I, CH-II, and IS Districts provided:
A. There shall be no more than 2 temporary or banner signs each  not more
than 30 square feet; and
B. Each sign shall have a maximum height of 6 feet above grade; and
C. Each sign shall not be less than 15 fect.from a street right-of-way except
the Planning and Zoning Commission may permit signs less than 15 feet
from a street right-of-way in CH-T and CH-1I districts.; and
D. Signs shall be penmitted for a maximum of 15 consecutive days, and not
more than a total of 75 days each calendar year.
(4) Temporary signs that are crcated in order to anmounce a specific event shall
be removed within seven days after the closc of such event,

(g) Nlumination
Permanent signs may be illuminated as provided in Section 1171 .60(a).

(h) Instructional Signs

12
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Instructional signs that ate clearly intended for instructional purposes shall be permitted
as needed and as approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission.

(i) Signs for Residential Uses

Signs for uses permitted ot conditionally permitled in Residential Districts shall conform
to the sign regulations provided in Section 1171.30 of the Chapter.

Section 1171.50 Prohibited Signs

All signs not expressly permitted shall be prohibited in the Village. Such signs include
but are not limited to the following:

(1) Roof signs

(2) Billboards

(3) Flags intended for advertising or commercial purposes

(4) Marquee signs

(5) Electronic reader boards

(6) No mobile signs shall be erected, constructed, displayed or maintained
except those on licensed commercial delivery and service vehicles.
Such vehicles shall not be parked in any disirict closer to the sirect
than the front line of the principal building, unless the principal
building has a rear parking area; in which case, all such vehicles shall
not be parked closer to the street than the rear line of said building.

(7) Temporary directional signs.

(8) Flashing, moving, inflatable, blinker, racer type, intermittent, rotating,
moving or revolving signs, whirligig devices, inflatable signs and
tethcred balloons, pennants, ribbons, streamers, spinners, exposed light
bulbs, and strings of lights not permanently mounted to a rigid
background, and other similar types of altention-getting devices.

(9) The interior iflamination of signs, except as expressly permitted in
Section 1171.60(a) and signs with characters, letters, figures, designs
or autlines by clectric lights or luminous tubes as part of the sign.

(10) Merchandise, equipment, products, vehicles or other 1fems not
themselves {or sale and placed for attention getting, identification or
advertising purposes.

(11) Permanent sign erected or attached to accessory structurcs
(12) Outline lighting of the building or roof line
(13) Internal illumination of all or part of the roof.

- A
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Section 1171.60 Tllumination, Construction and Maintenance Standards

In addition to the design, size, type and location of signs, all signs shall meet the
following standards:

(2} Mumination

Sigos shall be permitted to be illuminated as provided in the following:

(1) External Illumination: All signs that are permitted to be illuminated shall be
externally illuminated, except as otherwise permitted in subsection (2) below.
External illumination shall comply with the following.

A, Only dircct lighting fiom an external source shall be used to illuminate

the sign,

B. The source of [ight shall ot be visible from the street or adjacent

propetty.

(2) Internal ilumination:
A. Internal illumination of signs may be permitied by the Planning and
Zoning Conymission for uses in all Commercial and Industrial Districts
provided that only reverse pan channel, or halo-lighted letters, characters
or graphics are permitted.
B. lnternally illuminated cabinets may be permitted by the Planning and
Zoning Commission provided such cabinets shall consist of a solid opaque
background with “knock-out” areas for copy, graphics and
embellishments.

(3) Sigwus shall not include animated, flashing, moving or intermittent
illumination in which any part of the message changes at a rate of more than once
per day. . :

(4) No temporary sign shall be illuminated or have the potential to be
iHuminated.

(b) Location of Signs and Construction Standards

(1) No signregulated by any of the provisions of this Section shall be erected in
the right-of-way, or at the intersection of any sireets in such a manner as to
obstruct free and clear vision; or at any location where, by reason of the position,
shape, or color, it may iterfere with, obstruct the view of, or be confused with,
any authorized traffic sign signal or device as defined in the Manual of Uniform

l
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Traffic Control Devices; or which makes usc of the words “STOP”, “LOOK",
“DANGER?”, or any other work phrase, symbol or character in such a manner as
to interferce with, or confuse teaffic.

(2) No sign shall be attached to a utility pole, tree, trash rceeptacle, bench, or any
other structure not intended or approved as a sign supporl

(3) No sign shall be erected s0 as to project over and obstruct any window, door,
fire escape, balcony, platform stairway, ladder, vent or other means of ingress of
any buildimg

{(4)Thc construction, erection, safety and maintenance of signs shall comply with
the Ohio Building Code.

(5) Signs shall be structurally sound and located so as to pose no threat to
pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

(6) Penmanent signs shall be constructed and erected lo withstand wind pressures
of at least 30 pounds per square foot of surface, and shall be fastened, suspended
or supported so that they will not be a menace to persons or property.

(7) Permanent signs shall be fabricated on and of materials that are of good
quality and good durability.

(8) Temporary signs shall be durable and weather-resistant and fastened ot
anchored sufficiently, whether altached to the building or positioned in the
ground.

(9) No temporary sign shall have moveable letlering or lettering capable of being
moved or replaced.

(c) Maintenance: All signs shall be maintained as follows:

(1) The property owner, occupant, or other person responsible for the sign shall
maintain the sign in 4 condition fit for the intended use and he or she shall have a
continuing obligation 1o comply with all building code requirements.

(2) Il the Zoning Inspecior finds that any sipn is unsafe, insecure, or a menace to
the public notice shall be given in writing by the Zoning Tnspector to the
owner. The owner of the business shall, within 48 hours of such notification,
correct such unsafe condition or remove the sign.

(3) (3) Whenever any sign, either conforming or non-conforming to these
regulations, is required to be removed for the purpose of repair, refurbishing,
or repainting, the same may be donc without a permit or any payment of fees
provided that all of the following conditions are met:

A. There shall be no alteration or remodeling to the sign face, lettering
(except as otherwise permitted for changeable copy), sign base, sign
suppori(s) or the meunting of the sign itself.

B. There shall be no enlargement or increase in any of the dimensions of the
sigh ot its structure. A

C. The sign shall be accessory to a legally permitted, conditional or non-
conforiming use. .

(4) The Zoning Inspector may order any sign 1o be painted or refurbished

whenever needed to keep the sign in a neal and safe condition.

16



dul 14, 2008

§:55A  Richfield Village 330-658-693 No. 7209 P.

Section 1171.70 Nonconforming Signs

(a) Maintenance of Nonconforming Signs. Nonconforming signs shall be
maintained in good condition and may continue until such sign is required to
be removed as set forth in this Section.

{a) Altcration, Relocation or Replacement of Nonconforming Signs. A
nonconlorming sign shall not be structurally alfered, relocated or replaced
uniess it is brought into compliance with the provisions of this Chapter.

(b) Reconstruction of Damaged Sign. If a sign fuce and/or its support are
damaged to the extent where the repair cost exceeds 50% of the replacement
cost of the sign, the sign shall be removed or brought into compliance. If the
repair costs do not exceed 50% of the replacement cost of the sign, the
Planning and Zoning Commission may authorize the sign to be repaired,
provided all repair work is completed within 60 days of the datc the damage
was incurred.

(¢) Termination. A nonconforming sign shall immediately lose it’s legal
nonconforming status, and shall be brought into conformance with this
Chapter or removed, when any of the following occur:

1. The size or shape of the sign is changed.

2. The sign face (except otherwise permitted for changeable copy) or
sign structure is altered.

3. Ifthe property upon which the sign 13 located ceascs to be used for
a pericd of six (6) months or more.

Section 1171.80 Design Standards

All permanent signs shall comply with the following desien standards:

(a) Overall Design of Signs

1. Clements of the sign shall create an overall cohesive design, reflect simplicity,

2.

avoid visual clutter and insurc legibility.

The message shall be easy to read from the inlended vantage point, public street,
public sidewalk, or public parking lot but not be out of scale with the building,
site or streetscape. The ratio of the message to the background shall penuit easy
recognition of the message. Lettering size shall be the size needed to ensure the
sign can be seen from the intended distance. For awning signs, the sign graphics
shall be located on the portion of the awning fabric that hangs perpendicular to
the horizontal plane of the ground, below the awning’s support structures.

(b) Relationship to Building Architecture

L.

2.

Varisty in the design of signs among different storefronts shall be encouraged
when the architecture of the building(s) suggests variety.

Storefronts with common architectural elements shall have signs that share
continuily of design so that the placement and design of individual signs

14
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contribute to the cohesive appearance created by the common architectural
elements. For example, a series of storefronts that, because of their architecture
and design have the appearance of a single building shall have occupant signs
that share common elements.

3. Owners of multi-tenant buildings shall develop a sign plan for the building and
sile as required in Sections 1131.02, 1151.02, and 1165.02 1o aid in detennining
the level of variety or cohesiveness required for signs.

(c) Placement of Signs on Buildings
All signs shall be reviewed for their impact on the overall building fagade. The sign
and associated lighting fixtures shall compliment the architecture of the building on
which it is placed and shall be placed in an appropriate Jocation on the building
fagade.

(d) Ground Sipns
Ground signs shall be spaced ot combined along the street frontage in a manner that

ensures that one ground sign does not obscure the view of another ground sign.

Section 1171.90 Adminisfrative Provisions

(2) Compliance with this Chapter. No person shall erect, locate, move, alter, or
replace any sign or cause a sign (o be Jocated or mainfained, unless all
provisions of this Chapter have been met,

(b) Signs Requiring Zoning Certificate/Registration. ‘o cnsute compliance with
these regulations, a zoning certificate shall be obtained for all signs, unless
specifically cxempted below. All {emporary ground signs and bamner signs
except ideological signs shall be registered with the Zoning Inspector.

(¢ ) Application Requirements:

(1) An application for a zoning certificate shall be made to the Zoning
Inspector on the form provided and in the manter required.

(2) When any person other than the owner of the property submits an
application, the owner of the property or a designated agent for the
owner shall also sign such anplication

(3) The application shall inchude the location and dimensions of proposed

signage on a scaled drawing of the building elevation.

(4) The application shall include:
» location and dimensions of propesed signage on a scaled drawing
of the building elevation,
* color rendeting of the proposcd signage
= landscape plan for the base of the sign
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(d) Sign Review:

(1) The Planning and Zoning Commission shall review and act on
applications for permanent signs according to the standards set forth
in this Section and the review procedures for development plan
roview set forth in Scetions 1131.02, 1151.02 and 1165.02.

(2) 'The Zoning Inspector shall review all temporary signs, except as
otherwise specifically cxempted below.

(3) The erection of the following signs shall not require a zoning
certificate provided that all applicable regulations of this Section are
complicd with:

a) Signplates for residential uses

b) Temporary signs for dwelling units

¢} Temporary window signs

d) Maintenance of existing signs in compliance with Section
1171.60(c).

(e) Referral of Applications to Planning and Zoning Commission: The Zoning
Inspector, upon receiving an application shall examive such plans,
specifications and other, data and the premises upon which it is proposed to
crect the sign or other advertising structure.

(1) If it appears that the proposed application is complete, (he application
shall be referred to the Planning and Zoning Commission where its
approval must be oblained before the zoning certificate is issucd.
A. When approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission, the
application shall be returncd to the Zoning Inspector who shall
issuc the zoning certificate.
B. If the work authorized under a zoning certificate has not becn
completed within six (6) months after the date of approval, the
permit shall become null and void.

Section 1171.99 Penaity —
(a) Any violation of the Chapter is hereby declared to be a nuisance per se.
(b) Chapter 1103 of this Zoning Code, as applicable, is hereby incorporated for

purposes of notification, enforcement and penalties for any violations of this
Chapter.

APPENDIX — PICTORIAL EXAMPLES

10
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